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December 16, 2024 
 
 
Dear Members and Colleagues, 
 
As we all look forward to a new year and we close the chapter on 2024, I feel immense 
pride and gratitude that we, as members of The Canadian Society for Molecular 
Biosciences (CSMB), demonstrated in our unwavering commitment to advancing the 
frontiers of molecular biosciences and advancing the cause of science in Canada. 
Groundbreaking research can only be done through robust collaborations and 
relentless pursuit of knowledge.  
 
Our Society’s rich history traces back to 1957. The first President was Professor Arthur 
Wynne, Chair of the Department of Biochemistry at the University of Toronto. Over the 
years, the Society went through several incarnations, and we currently number about 
400 faculty members and trainees. The Society remains committed to advancing and 
promoting molecular biosciences in Canada, fostering interaction and collaboration 
among scientists, and supporting the next generation of researchers. CSMB continues 
to host annual meetings, administer various awards, sponsor symposia and student 
activities, and advocate for increased research funding. 
 
In May 2024, CSMB held a very successful meeting at the University of Manitoba in 
Winnipeg, which was organized by Dr. Mojgan Rastegar (currently the Vice-President 
of CSMB) and her colleagues. This was our 67th annual meeting. The conference theme 
was “Gene Regulation: From Cells to Systems”. It was very well attended with an 
excellent roster of local, national, and international speakers.  
 

 
Attendees of the CSMB 2024 meeting 
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At the conference, awards recognizing excellence in Canadian science were given to: Dr. Maja Tarailo-Graovac 
(University of Calgary) for CSMB New Investigator award, Dr. John M. Archibald (Dalhousie University) for 
Canadian Science Publishing Senior Investigator award, Dr. Sylvie Mader (Institut de recherche en immunologie 
et en cancérologie and Université de Montréal) for Jeanne Manery-Fisher Memorial award, and Dr. Guy 
Sauvageau (Institut de recherche en immunologie et en cancérologie and Université de Montréal) for Arthur 
Wynne Gold Medal award.  
 
Trainees play a very important role in our Society, and they serve on all of our Society’s committees. The Trainee 
committee continues to organize a very successful CSMB virtual seminar series. I would encourage you all to put 
your name forward to give a talk at this seminar series. In August of this year, our trainees published a very 
comprehensive and timely article about funding for graduate students “20 years of choices: a fight for increased 
funding for graduate students” in our Society journal Biochemistry and Cell Biology. The article was written by 
Fabian Rohden (graduate student, University of Manitoba) together with Sarah Laframboise and Thomas Bailey 
from Support Our Science (SOS) and the Ottawa Science Policy Network (OSPN). It already has more than 500 
downloads. Congratulations! It is a must read. 
 
CSMB maintains its commitment to our trainees. In 2024, CSMB supported several student activities. These 
included the Toronto DNA Replication and Repair Symposium (University of Toronto), the Molecular Biology and 
Biochemistry Colloquium (Simon Fraser University), the Tri-University Protein Symposium (Wilfrid Laurier 
University, the University of Waterloo and University of Guelph), the CSMB-PRinCE 2025-Trainee Session, 
(University of Ottawa) and the UBC Life Sciences Symposium 2025 (University of British Columbia). 
. 
 

 
Molecular Biology and Biochemistry Colloquium, Simon Fraser University 
 
 
Advocacy for science in Canada is one of the main activities of our Society. CSMB continues to meet with 
politicians, MPs, and sister organizations to advocate for increased science funding. In July 2024, we made a 
submission to the Canada Research Coordinating Committee in regards to the Capstone organization asking that 
the effective implementation of the Capstone organization be guided by continuous input from stakeholders. CSMB 
made a pre-budget submission in August 2024 requesting the Government of Canada to prioritize and protect 
access to funding for basic science and discovery research in addition to clinical research. We also asked to 
increase the level of support for recipients of the Canada Graduate Scholarships (Masters and Doctoral programs) 
and Postgraduate Fellowships (Post-doctoral) every two years. In December, we made a submission to the 
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Standing Committee on Science and Research asking for the continued support of peer-reviewed, investigator-
initiated research through open competitions without thematic restrictions and that this must remain the 
cornerstone of the new capstone framework. 
 
In November, several members of the executive committee of CSMB attended the 16th Canadian Science Policy 
Conference in Ottawa. This was an excellent opportunity to discuss Canadian science and innovation policy. While 
in Ottawa, the executive members met with Dr. Mona Nemer (Canada's Chief Science Advisor) and met with MP 
Dr. Helena Jaczek, member of the Standing Committee on Science and Research. These were very fruitful 
meetings and allowed CSMB to emphasize the importance of funding basic science in Canada.  
 
 

       
 
 
Photo 1 : Walid A. Houry and Jyh-Yeuan (Eric) Lee with MP Dr. Helena Jaczek 
Photo 2 : Jyh-Yeuan (Eric) Lee, Walid A. Houry, Trushar Patel, and Hans-Joachim Wieden with Chief Science 
Advisor Dr. Mona Nemer and her colleagues 
 
This year has been a testament to our collective achievements. However, none of these accomplishments would 
be possible without the dedication and support of our esteemed members. As we look forward to the new year, I 
am excited about the opportunities that lie ahead. I encourage all our members to continue their active participation 
in CSMB and to spread the word about the invaluable benefits of joining our society. We invite more professors, 
researchers, and trainees to become part of our community.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and contributions. Wishing you all a prosperous and inspiring new year. 
Warmest regards, 
 
Walid A. Houry 
President, Canadian Society for Molecular Biosciences 
 


